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if Lhiiru Iri iiy praise, 1MBit ad these iTSlEgjI." 

No section of the population of India con aiiojfd to 
neglect her ancient hentaae-, In her literature, philo- 
sophy, (.ft, regulated life there is much that is 
worth Less, much also that is distinctly unhealthy; yet 
the treasures oE knowledge, wisdom, and beauty which 
they contain are too precious to be lost. Every cllizcn 
of India reeds to use them, if he is to be h cul- 
tured modern Endian. This is as true of the Christ inn, 
the Muslim, tire Zoroastrian as of the Hindu, But* 
while the heritage of India has been largely explored 
by scholars, and dre results of their toil arc laid out for 
us in their books, they cannot Lx> said to be really 
available for the ordinary man. The volmaea are J el 
most onsc-s expensive, *1*1 jire oFtcn. technical and 
difficult, Hems; tbs; series t>£ vhcnp books has bee a 
planned by a croup of Christian mrn, in order that 
every educated Indian,, whether rich, or poor, may he 
able to find his way into the treasures of India's past. 
Many Europeans, both in India and elsewhere, will 
doubtless bo glad to use the sc tics. 

If he utmost care is be Lag taken by the General 
Editors in selecting writers, and in passing manuscripts 
for the press. To every book two teats are rigidly 
applted ; everything must be scholarly, and everything 
must be sympathetic, The purpose is to bring ihc 
best out of the ancient treasuries, So that It may be 
known, enjoyed, and used. 
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INTRODUCTION 



Arrici< the Lapne of twenty-five centuries fiu! am a 
Boddhsi k inJSuehce IK- SL:]I cl mighty power in the u'lirhl. 

That tvn Indian inpnt, emhrudng poverty rsnd the ™ii j 
bale life,. writing nu liuok, ami siting tip m> hierarchy, 

should |!i£ifpLiiLji]]y swilj- Lhe 1 1 l : : s t i n i i - s. of :l t on ! in i n I 
is one of itijc most impressive ffl-clSi of bis.tor¥r And 
the modern world, with its pmssiamuc belie E in orcani- 
satso^i And in wealth, may Setirn mut'li from Uutaraa, 
Yel he is suit sirnritjel? misnnrl TStood. 

4 ‘ There is pcrtijijl-S no persoo in liistury il] rCBAI 'l IP 
v.'JinTn ]in.ve ^risnn so rnjnv npin'!:i»$ tli^t ?irp i* is hi- r 

wholly er parti? false," says Dr EEopkins. "In !hid- 
dblsm/' sfiyS de la VaLlee Foil win, "it is possible to 
rgcile S*it feiT statements <d which the opposite may 
oot be afiirm-C^I mid proved/' 

These snyingscTiLiTtss voiy f illy 1 he ooniimion which 
still exists both as to the person of Calami, and aa to 
his essential teach iaijs — a confusion due partly to the 
fact that t litre esisls no early biugraphy of him, and 
piMly to thg rl 1 more remarkable fact that literary 
crElEcistm o£ ll.iddhist bonks has inmlo very tilth |ico 
gre$$, and that it is very difficult to-day to deter mine 
what a.T? (he authentje teachings of the Poundei &t 

BuiUhis rr.. 

h iierrfl it is very reitiiirkfililfl that m. ffn ]y Wo- 
graphy estate e for dicums-faiices vrerg Meal fur I Hu 
prodnctioit &f a lifelike report) n£ fiolnma^ words and 
ways. IVhat the “ faithful Ih'jLnld " lips-well wjis Lp E3i r 
Johnson, that Anaiuin, fi tie sape of the lireleiK miiiis- 
t-fy, mijrht have been to Go La in a ; for he followed him, 
as be claims, "like it shadow/' and bail daily oppor- 
tunities throughout ft lunu life oE service to stirdv his 
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master. Why did Aranda fail to do this priceless 
service to humanity ? 

Dr. f>LcLeflbcrg, to whom students of BthMUism owe 
so njcch, nrguefc that 11 the idem of biography wn* foreign 
to the mind of that a are " and that 14 in those times the 
interest of die life of the M aster receded entirely behind 
the intotosit attached to his teach inc":* he shows, too-, 
that aieEilae* in the caaC of JoSLI* oE WaEftreth nor in thnt 
of Snc-iteK was. d biography in the ordinary serase 
handed down, 

Yet, uven it we conic! not cspcct Aremdn to write 
biogrftphy as HoswelL wrote it, it would have been art 
enormous pain af he had written " M-crtiorahitia " lihe 
Xenophon, or better still, a gospel " lito Luke the 
physk'iaa " 1 

Instead of that, he anti the brethren seem te have 
tiancterJS cm oral accounts of thdtf Meter's tench ine, mure 
or low stereotyped, hut containing biographic*! I material 
Erom which the- moilern etiitor must select. And this 
has Iron fnltlifully recorded in the Pali Books, In 
studying thorn the- modern editor at onoc beuomw li-wate 
that ho is debtor te n lone soficH o£ others who have 
attempted the t;ist, and though none o£ Eli era can Ire 
caiLed biosiojihers in the ordinary sense, they have pre- 
served mudi that is of supreme value to all who se*t 
to know wfrm manaer of stum Gotauia was, and what 

WOO the Kccret m t his. ftinaxiflir SilCOG&H 

The mate rial nt Wf disposal is as follows: 

I. The Introduction to the f/l.'atia, known as the 
SViJan/iiat&G : thas wis written down in Pali in the 
monasteries of Ceylon about tho aitiddlo of the fifth 
■century a\.n.,a ■ hem k:liw 1 years after the death of ihe 
subject, it contains references t* other biographies 
now lost, and gives ai$ the narrative from Ills birth to the 
visit he made to lair, family after attaining Enlighten- 
(bent. It has been imriMiiLi-i] Into tcnglhih by Dr. Rliys 
Davids, and parts of it are also in If. C- Warren's 
BndiiAiitit its Tranifaiiitti. 



* OldeilteEg, liUdtfiik, K.T., p. 7H. 
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£, The ftfak&ragga t a very old part of Ihu hw, 
carries (Ik imtraiive on, giving a number erf iasiflnoes 
following the Enlightenment, and dealing e&petialUj' 
■with Lite foundnJtioa e>t the SaitgAa* 

,1, Anecdotes willed hi, the Dialogues or Suites* 
In some of which G&tan'iji Lolls of hfc CArly search, and 
id others of which ate given rleiailn, of his dealings. with 

men. TllC most vnl unlit: nre those i>f tllC Mvifhivntt 

A 'tkaya, Where urn Hiul (boaivn rorlraycrt, a-- Dr. 
An*sati has said, as ' L a vivid human personality” 

With these we may ebiss such gnomic utterances as 
the D&amwiapm/u nnd the Itii'Hifn&s ,, which no donbt 
contain many authentic " Loeia” o£ Gotama. 

The aeon nd and third aze early canonical wntk^, 
though probably several: hundred years hsil elapsed Ijh- 
fore they wore written down. They contain evidence 
Of the process ■;;■ f dc-iijeaiioit ul CioLuEtia, yet them is 

much lll them which may he moul ded .as real history. 

4. Later usd less; reltoljle Is th* pt^tica] Buddha 

Curite* 00 Ih POied ptnhobly i CL Llie reign nl Kanishkji by 
Asvagho^a, as late na A lA iUU, H |j written is tj#n- 

alirit, nnd sec mu ti> oitti at iillici s tip the di 1 :l;U of llic 
Story of Gotntnn't life uni' I the EiriKsrlitcr.mrnt 

Lat^r still is the Lntiiis t^isiar#, which is ni&o 
WilMit Eh Sanscrit and carries us down to his first 
tetilHn nl Benares. On this is bused Sir Edwin 
Arnold's poem, ‘'The- Light oE A^-Ta , ' ' and scholar ire 
Agreed that it is ibcnt as historical as, MLItoa'ii Paradise 
poems. 

5, Still later is the Jska Cart'iA^ a Pali poem written 
in the tweEEth century A.t>. by BurULLisrlaUa ill Ccyloll- 

(S- Lastly, belonging: !■> ti literary period two 

thousand years after the death r>' GiiEJiina Is lIic 
HfalJAx t Xnow n lwst in Bis* hup U : i; : i r. = I •- l >. 
translation. The Lift or fjge/td vf timid am a fiitddh&* 

In tllOiie Iuc.lt works the proccr^ of deifkatapn is 
almost co re pL-bs , and i have preferred not t-' ■ use them 
in com pal mg thrsi work. 

In addition tn these literary sources wo have the 
gLeai sculptured moonmcniB Qt liuddhisni, same ot 




